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Hubert, Minn., Aug. 1st, 1921.
«

Dear Sir

:

Writing from my summer home here, de-

siring to send souvenirs to those who, like my-
self, have made an admiring study of Abraham
Lincoln, I want to say that I have devoted my-
self to the study and practice of portraiture as

a life work for the main purpose of giving to

the world a correct portrait of Lincoln as he

looked to those who knew him well when he

was President and was meeting with such com-
plete fitness, the great responsibility that devol-

ved upon him.

I was, as a boy an expert with the pencil. I

studied and sketched Lincoln from life at Gen-

eva, Ohio, where on his way to Washington to

be inaugurated, he stopped February 15th,

1 86 1 to enable me to do this while he was meet-

ing the people there and while he made them a

brief httle speech, with his face lit up with pleas-

ed animation, and the inherent human kindness

characteristic of his life. After that I was a

volunteer cavalry soldier in the Civil war. I

went to Washington on a furlough to study Lin-

coln; also studied and sketched him at Gettys-

burg when and while he made his famous ad-



dress. I knew and talked with Lincoln, brief-

ly of course. He never saw the Gettysburg

sketch, nor any of the other hasty sketches I

made, but saw and approved the Geneva sketch

and said that if a portrait of him was to be per-

petuated he hoped it would not have the long-

drawn down face and sorrowful look that pho-

tographs usually gave him. After the Civil war

I was requested by leading Senators to come to

Washington, where I was told by Senators and

prominent Representatives who had been close-

ly associated with Lincoln, that there was no

portrait or photograph of him that represented

him as they knew him, and after seeing my
sketches of him they decided that with my cor-

rect sketches and vivid impression of him from

actual study from life, I could paint a correct

portrait of him when I should have acquired

the necessar}'^ skill in the technique of painting.

To enable me to do this and thereby secure

for all time a portrait of Lincoln as he actually

looked in the performance of his great work,

they had a studio built expressly for me on the

roof of the Senate wing of the Capitol, fifty

years ago, admitted me to the floor of the

House and Senate for 20 years to get from

those who knew Lincoln intimately their im-

pressions of him, and gave me every possible

facility for the study of his work, his character,

his individuality, utterances and writings and



all the pictures of him that have ever been

made.

In the sixty years that have passed since I

first studied and sketched Lincoln, I have stud-

ied and painted from life Presidents Grant, Gar-

field, McKinley and Cleveland, and in no spirit

of boasting, but quietly for your information

and mainly due to circumstances, have painted

more historical portraits of prominent Ameri-

cans, for the various collections of the Govern-

ment, in the Departm.ents and various State His-

torical collections than any one artist ever did.

I have in all these years quietly avoided any ef-

forts at publicity, have never taken up any of

the temporary startling fads in the technique

of painting, contented to try to make each por-

trait look as much like life as I could and have

earned the conceded reputation of specialist in

accuracy of likeness, that I consider all im-

portant in historical portraits.

My early life was one of real hardship par-

alleling that of Lincoln and from that fact and

the extraordinary opportunities I have had for

studying him, I cannot help feeling that I un-

derstand and know the real Lincoln as well as

any man now living.

My portrait of him, a photographic copy of

which I now send you, was purchased by unan-

imous vote of the Senate and hangs in the cor-

ridor of the Senate with the portraits of Wash-



ington, Jefferson and other Presidents, the only

portrait of Lincoln the government ever would,

ever did and probably ever will buy. I send

also copies of the original sketches at Geneva,

and at Gettysburg. The originals had become

soiled before they were photographed, but will

be interesting to you. At Gettysburg his hair

was somewhat disheveled by his horseback ride

in the procession to the cemetery location.

'^^





^'<^/- ^'7



Digitized by the internet Arclnive

in 2010 with funding from

The institute of Museum and Library Services through an indiana State Library LSTA Grant

http://www.archive.org/detaiis/ietterdescribingOOthor



'tM

•'^' :'.-.'

i :^:


